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Minutes of the Joint Pastoral Council Meeting 
Thursday, September 2, 2021 – 7:00 p.m. 
St. Anthony Parish Center 
 
Members Present: Mary DeFoe (SN), Mary Freitag (SN), Greg Montgomery (SN), Bill Madison 
(SA), Carol Wozniak (SA), Andrea Olson (SH) and Anita Tomczik (SH). 
 
Members Absent: Craig Hohlfeld (SA). 
 

I. Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Andrea Olson. 
 

II. Opening Prayer: Deacon Steve led the council in prayer. 
 

III. The council reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting of July 8, 2021. A 
motion to approve the minutes was made by Mary Freitag, second by Anita Tomczik. 
Motion was called and approved unanimously. 

 

IV. Sacred Heart Finance Committee Report:  
 
Sacred Heart currently reflects a balance of $40,287.99 in the general checking, 
$28,533.58 in the general savings, $30,303.55 in principal and interest in the 
Perpetual Care Fund, and $349,802.65 investments. Total current assets are 
$520,394.11. 
 
Deacon Steve advised the steeple still needs to be repaired and has reached out again 
to Krause Konstruction and is still waiting to hear back. 
 
We are still waiting on the Almena KCs regarding a new sign for the church building. 
 
Roman Molls has resigned from his position as Cemetery Sextant and a replacement 
is needed. There was discussion of planting new trees in the spring and the cleanup 
and removal of down trees and tree limbs. 
 

V. Old Business: 
 

Deacon Steve advised St. Anthony’s is still waiting Bishop Powers approval to hire 
Mark Davy & Associates to conduct the capital campaign for the new building. 
Approval is expected to come soon. 

 
VI. New Business: 

 
I. Closure of St. Anthony Church Building – August 2, 2021. 

 



 2 

Deacon Steve reported that the church building at St. Anthony’s is officially closed as 
of Monday August 2, 2021. A small portion of the plaster ceiling collapsed in the 
northwest stairwell in July and there is a larger portion preparing to fall. This required 
the closure of the northeast stairwell. Concerned about this issue and many others 
with the building, Deacon Steve reached out to Fr. John Gerritts, who in turn, 
contacted Bishop Powers. Bishop Powers came to Cumberland and met with Deacon 
Steve on Friday July 30, 2021. Bishop Powers toured the church building and the 
parish center. Following the tour, Bishop Powers advised he would support closure of 
the church building do to its rapidly deteriorating condition. He provided suggestions 
as to how this might be done, including having a final mass in the church and then 
having a procession with the Eucharist at the end of that mass to the parish hall, 
where mass will be conducted until the new church is built.  
 
On Monday August 2nd, 2021, the St. Anthony Pastoral Council, Finance Committee, 

and Building Committee met with Fr. John Gerrits, Supervising Pastor, and Deacon 

Steve Linton, Parish Life Coordinator, at the request of Deacon Steve following his 

meeting with Bishop Powers on Friday, July 30, 2021.  

 

After much serious discussion it was the consensus of the group that the church 

building should be closed for the health and safety of parishioners due to a 

culmination of contributing factors; continued water intrusion damage to walls and 

ceilings, structural concerns, mold, mildew, rot, falling ceiling plaster and tiles, 

continued mechanical and electrical issues, etc. etc. 

  

The idea was discussed of having a final Mass in the church before its closing. There 

was concern expressed that announcing a final Mass would result in very large 

attendance numbers that would place an unknown load risk on the existing support 

structure. It was the consensus of the group that the risk was too great. Therefore, 

the decision was made to close the building effective immediately since the parish 

hall has proven to be a safe and reliable option until a new church building can be 

built. 

 

Fr. Gerritts suggested that a letter be prepared announcing the closing of the church 

building to be read at the upcoming weekend masses. Fr. Gerritts drafted the letter 

announcing the closure. It was also discussed that there should be a special mass 

celebrating the life of the old church building, preferably outdoors by the church, as 

an opportunity for the community to grieve its loss. The announcement of the 

closing of the church building was done made on the weekend of August 7 & 8, 

2021. 

 
During follow up discussion it was suggested that a list of Frequently Asked Questions 
and answers could be prepared to help committee members be consistent in their 
responses to questions from parishioners. 
  

II. Any other new business: None. 
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VII. Motion to adjourn made by Bill Madison, seconded by Mary DeFoe. Motion was 
called and passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Next meeting date: Thursday – September 2, 2021. 
Location: St. Anthony Parish Center 
 
Dcn. Steve Linton 
Parish Life Coordinator 


